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\ Galetech Energy Services

-
v ® Clondargan, Stradone, Co. Cavan, H12 NV0é
ﬁALETECH S I R SLR Consulting

ENERGY SERVICES 7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin. D14 N2Y7

[name]

[address]

[address] ‘

[address] i o AR R
[address) Y U .

14 June 2021

Re: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational
Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick,
comprises 4 no. wind turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane
hardstands, electricity substation and underground electricity cables; and became
operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted by An Bord
Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will,
therefore, only have been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning
permission which is a substantially shorter duration than is typical for wind energy
developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of
the Knockastanna Wind Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed
development wil solely comprise an increased operational duration and no physical
alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a
detailed Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE
Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the scope of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed
at Annex 1 and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site
location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) Directive, GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early
stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration of any likely significant
environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send
them to us by 9 July 2021. Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above
address (SLR Consulting) or by email to pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting




Annex 1 -

Preliminary Scoping Report
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Paula McCarth!

From: Henry_Street_DV <Henry_Street_DV@garda.ie>

Sent: 24 June 2021 11:33

To: Paula McCarthy

Subject: FW: HQCSO_1-275213/21 - Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind

Farm Extension of Operational Life

Ms. McCarthy
SLR Consulting

Re: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

Relative to the above and below application, the Gardai in the Limerick Division have no objection to this proposed
development

Forwarded for your information as requested

Sent on behalf of
Gerard J. Roche
Chief Superintendent

Noreen Hickey | Clerical Officer | Divisional Office, Henry Street Garda Station, Henry Street, Limerick, Ireland
Email:noreen.m.hickey @garda.ie | Tel: + 353 (0) 61 212413 | http://www.garda.ie/

¢ Le do thoil, cuimhnigh ar an imshaol roimh priontdil an riomhphost seo. Please consider the environment before printing this
e-mail

From: Paula McCarthy [mailto:pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com]
Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:11

To: Corporate.Services <Corporate.Services@garda.ie>
Subject: (External) Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

This message is from an EXTERNAL SENDER - be CAUTIOUS, particularly with links and attachments.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.




Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR”

Paula McCarthy 00 JURNZL
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning

@ +353 1296 4667

@ 00353879230506

@ pmccarthy@sirconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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don eintiteas sin a bhfuil a sheoladh uirthi, agus dé siid amhain, agus d'fhéadfadh abhar rinda agus/ né ébhar faoi
phribhléid a bheith iniata. Toirmisctear aon athbhreithniu, atarchur né leathadh a dhéanamh ar an bhfaisnéis seo,
aon Usaid eile a bhaint aisti né aon ghniomh a dhéanamh ar a hiontaoibh, ag daoine né ag eintitis seachas an
faighteoir beartaithe. Mas tri bhotn a fuair td é seo, cuir scéala chuig an seoltéir le do thoil agus scrios an t-dbhar
d'aon riomhaire. Is é polasai An Gharda Siochédna seoladh abhair cholil a dhicheadd, agus mas ddigh leat gur abhar
coluil ata sa teachtaireacht seo ba cheart duit dul i dteagmhadil leis an seoltéir agus le postmaster@garda.ie
ldithreach. The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may
contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking

2




of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any computer. It is
the policy of An Garda Siochana to disallow the sending of offensive material and should you consider that the
material contained in this message is offensive you should contact both the sender and postmaster@garda.ie
immediately.



Paula McC_aLt_hy

e T
From: BCl Info <info@batconservationireland.org>
Sent: 14 June 2021 17:26
To: Paula McCarthy
Cc: Dawn Quinn
Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

To whom it may concern:

Bat Conservation Ireland is a small wildlife charity. As a consequence we do not have the administrative capacity to
review planning applications.

Please ensure that bat surveys are undertaken according to best practice guidelines.

Yours sincerely, : Y

Bat Conservation Ireland

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:13

To: BCl Info <info@batconservationireland.org>; Dawn Quinn <admin@batconservationireland.org>
Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanala in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
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and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance.

SLR®

Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning
© +353 1296 4667

@ 00353879230906

o pmeccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Paula McCarthz

From: Roger Woods <rwoods@bai.ie>

Sent: 15 June 2021 09:09

To: Paula McCarthy

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Hi Paula

The BAI does not perform an in-depth analysis of the effect of wind turbines on FM networks. However, we are not
aware of any issues from existing windfarms into existing FM networks. Also, the proposed windfarms are not
located close to any existing or planned FM transmission sites.

Regards

Roger

P
€.

Senior Executive Engineer
Broadcasting Authority of Ireland
2-5 Warrington Place

Dublin D02 XP29

Tel: 01 6441200
Fax: 01 6441299

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the addressee. If you have
received this email in error, please notify the sender or info@bai.ie immediately and delete this email. If you are not
the intended recipient, any distribution or copying of this e-mail is strictly prohibited.

Ta an riomhphost seo agus aon iatan a ghabhann leis rinda agus is leis an duine sin amhdin a bhfuil siad seolta
chuige/chuici a bhaineann siad. Muna duitse an riomhphost seo, ni ceart é a Iéamh né a scaoileadh chuig aon tri
pairti. larrtar ort teachtaireacht a sheoladh chuig an seoltéir né chuig info@bai.ie, agus an riomhphost seo a scrios.

From: Reception BAI <reception@bai.ie>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:22

To: Roger Woods <rwoods@bai.ie>

Subject: FW: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:20

To: Reception BAI <reception@bai.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanala in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.




SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.
Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR® e

Paula McCarthy , (A gy enmy
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning ; y :
© +353 12964667 i
@ 00353879230906 g
e pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Paula McCarthy

e
From: Environmental Co-ordination (Inbox) <Environmental_Co-
ordination@agriculture.gov.ie>
Sent: 09 July 2021 08:54
To: Paula McCarthy
Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

-
¢

Hello '
The following are the comments from the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine in relation to the
proposed development:

If the proposed development will involve the felling or removal of any trees, the developer must obtain a
Felling License from this Department before trees are felled or removed. A Felling Licence application form can
be obtained from Felling Section, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Johnstown Castle Estate,
Co. Wexford. Tel: 076-1064459, Web

https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/treefelling/treefellin

A Felling Licence granted by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine provides authority under the
Forestry Act 2014 to fell or otherwise remove a tree or trees and/or to thin a forest for silvicultural reasons.
The Act prescribes the functions of the Minister and details the requirements, rights and obligations in relation
to felling licences. The principal set of regulations giving further effect to the Forestry Act 2014 are the Forestry
Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 191 of 2017).

The developer should take note of the contents of Felling and Reforestation Policy document which provide a
consolidated source of information on the legal and regulatory framework relating to tree felling;

this development is within forest lands, particular attention should be paid to deforestation, turbulence felling
and the requirement to afforest alternative lands.

In order to ensure regulated forestry operations in Ireland accord with the principles of sustainable forest
management (SFM), as well fulfilling the requirements of other relevant environmental protection laws, the
Department (acting through its Forest Service division) must undertake particular consultations, and give
certain matters full consideration during the assessment of individual Felling Licence applications. This includes
consultation with Appropriate Assessment Procedure), and the requirement for applicants on occasion to
provide further information (e.g. a Natura Impact Statement).

Consequently, when the Forest Service is considering an application to fell trees, the following applies:

1. The interaction of these proposed works with the environment locally and more widely, in addition to
potential direct and indirect impacts on designated sites and water, is assessed. Consultation with
relevant environmental and planning authorities may be required where specific sensitivities arise (e.g.
local authorities, National Parks & Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, and the National
Monuments Service);

2. Where a tree Felling Licence application is received, the Department will publish a notice of the
application before making a decision on the matter. The notice shall state that any person may make a
submission to the Department within 30 days from the date of the notice. The notices for 2020 are
published online at:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/publicconsultation/environmentalimpactassessmenteiap
ublicconsultationforafforestationforestroadconstructionandfellinglicenses2020/
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3. Third parties that make a submission or observation will be informed of the decision to grant or refuse
the licence, and on request, details of the conditions attached to the licence, the main reasons and
considerations on which the decision to grant or refuse the licence was based, and where conditions
are attached to any licence, the reasons for the conditions. Both third parties and applicants will be also
informed of their right to appeal any decision within 28 days to the Forestry Appeals Committee. Felling
Licence decisions for 2020 are published online at:
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/publicconsultation/environmentalimpactassessment-

2020registerofdecisions/

It is important to note that when applying to a Local Authority, or An Bord Pleanala, for planning permission
where developments are:

a) subject to an EIA procedure (including screening in the case of a sub-threshold development) and any
resulting requirement to produce an EIAR; and/or

b) subject to an Appropriate Assessment procedure (including screening) and any resulting requirement to
a Natura Impact Statement (NIS); and

c) the proposed development in its construction or operational phases, or any works ancillary thereto,
would directly or indirectly involve the felling and replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes of
conversion to another type of land use, or replacement of broadleaf high forest by conifer species,

1) that there is a requirement inter alia under the EIA Directive for an overall assessment of the effects
of the project or the alteration thereof on the environment to be undertaken, including the direct
and indirect environmental impact of the project;
and

2) pursuant to Article 2(3) of the EIA Directive, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
strongly recommends that, notwithstanding the fact that a parallel consent in the form of felling
licence may also have to be applied for, any EIAR and/or NIS produced in connection with the
application for planning permission to the Local Planning Authority or An Bord Pleanala, should
include an assessment of the impact of and measures, as appropriate, to prevent, mitigate or
compensate for any significant adverse effects direct or indirect identified on the environment
arising from such felling and replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes of conversion to
another type of land use, or replacement of broadleaf high forest by conifer species.

Kind regards

An tAonad um Chomhordu Timpeallachta, An Rannég um Athru Aeraide agus Beartas Bithfhuinnimh,
Environmental Co-ordination Unit | Climate Change & Bioenergy Policy Division |
An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine

Paillitin A, Pairc Gné Grattan, Bothar Atha Cliath, Port Laoise, Co Laoise, R32 K857
Pavilion A, Grattan Business Park, Dublin Road, Portlacise, Co Laois, R32 K857 ‘

T +353 (0)57 868 9915 environmentalco-ordination@agriculture.gov.ie Ad 1 I iennn
www.agriculture.gov.ie . 20 s 3

Disclaimer:
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine
The information contained in this email and in any attachments is confidential and is designated solely for the

attention and use of the intended recipient(s). This information may be subject to legal and professional privilege. If
you are not an intended recipient of this email, you must not use, disclose, copy, distribute or retain this message or
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any part of it. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of
this email from your computer system(s).

An Roinn Talmhaiochta, Bia agus Mara

Té an t-eolais san riomhphost seo, agus in aon ceanglain leis, faoi phribhléid agus faoi rin agus le h-aghaigh an seolai
amhain. D’fhéadfadh dbhar an seoladh seo bheith faoi phribhléid profisiinta né dlithitil. Mura tusa an seolai a bhi
beartaithe leis an riomhphost seo a fhail, ta cosc air, né aon chuid de, a Usdid, a chéipeal, né a scaoileadh. Ma
thdinig sé chugat de bharr dearmad, téigh i dteagmhail leis an seoltéir agus scrios an t-dbhar 6 do riomhaire le do
thoil.



Paula McCarth!

From: CorporateSupport.Unit <CorporateSupport.Unit@decc.gov.ie>

Sent: 01 July 2021 13:00

To: Paula McCarthy

Cc: CorporateSupport.Unit

Subject: Reply from DECC re : EIS 21/218 Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational
Life

Attachments: GSI datasets relevant to EIA & SEA_20210421 (1).pdf; 21_218 Knockastanna Wind

Farm Extension of Operational Life.pdf

Good afternoon Paula,

Please see attached and below a reply from Erin Leahy and Dr. Clare Glanville (Senior Geologist) on behalf of
Geological Survey Ireland (a division of the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications) for the
subject below. Please forward an acknowledgement of receipt to CorporateSupport.Unit@decc.gov.ie at your
earliest convenience.

Please note that the contact address for the Department of Environment, Climate and Communications where this
Department is a statutory consultee for environmental/planning notices is CorporateSupport.Unit@decc.gov.ie

Regards, =

Enda Brady, '
Corporate Support Unit, | ,
Department of Environment, Climate and Communications. ‘
087 623 7714 g

From: GSI Planning

Sent: 01 July 2021 09:11

To: CorporateSupport.Unit

Cc: GSI Planning; Clare Glanville; Trish Smullen; Erin Leahy

Subject: EIS 21/218 Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

Good morning,

Please see attached for return to SLR Consulting.
Kind regards,

Erin Leahy

From: Customer Service

Sent: 15 June 2021 10:13

To: CorporateSupport.Unit

Cc: Customer Service

Subject: FW: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

Hi everyone,
A scoping request for you.

Alison




From: Paula McCarthy [mailto:pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com]

Sent: 14 June 2021 17:21

To: Customer Service

Cc: Renewableenergy info

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanala in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advicé and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR .
Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning

© +353 1296 4667
@) 00353879230906
G pmeccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Disclaimer:

This electronic message contains information (and may contain files), which may be privileged or confidential. The
information is intended to be for the sole use of the individual(s) or entity named above. If you are not the intended
recipient be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the contents of this information and or files is
prohibited. If you have received this electronic message in error, please notify the sender immediately. This is also to
certify that this mail has been scanned for viruses.

T4 eolas sa teachtaireacht leictreonach seo (agus b'fhéidir sa chomhaid ceangailte leis) a d'fhéadfadh bheith
priobhéideach né faoi rin. Is le h-aghaidh an duine/na ndaoine né le h-aghaidh an aondin atd ainmnithe thuas agus
le haghaidh an duine/na ndaoine sin amhdin ata an t-eolas. Murab ionann tusa agus an té a bhfuil an teachtaireacht
ceaptha dé biodh a fhios agat nach gceadaitear nochtadh, céipedil, scaipeadh né Uséid an eolais agus/nd an
chombhaid seo. Mds tri earrdid a fuair td an teachtaireacht leictreonach seo cuir, mas é do thoil &, an té ar sheol an
teachtaireacht ar an eolas laithreach. Deimhnitear leis seo freisin nar aims odh vireas sa phost seo tar éis a scanadh.




An Roinn Tithiochta,

Rialtais Aititil agus Oidhreachta
Department of Housing,

Local Government and Heritage

Our Ref: G Pre00180/2021
(Please quote in all related correspondence) y !

2 July 2021 vl 9979

Paula McCarthy

SLR Consulting

7 Dundrum Business Park,
Windy Arbour,

Dublin,

D14 N2Y7

Via email: pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

Re: EIS Scoping by Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) for
proposed development (Knockastanna Wind Farm) which will solely comprise of an
increased operational duration. No physical alterations or modifications are proposed
to any infrastructure, including the wind turbines 6km north of the village of Doon,
County Limerick, and c. 26km west of Thurles, County Tipperary

A chara
| refer to correspondence received in connection with the above.
Outlined below are Nature Conservation observations/recommendations of the Department.

Nature Conservation

Thank you for your correspondence of 14-06-21. The Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage welcomes such consultation at this early stage. As you will be
aware, the Department is not the consent authority in relation to the proposed works which
will fall to be consented by the relevant planning authority. The Department’s role in this
matter is as a statutory consultee in any forthcoming planning process in relation to nature
conservation interests.

The Department notes that this development is located within the Slievefelim to Silvermines
Mountains Special Protection Area (SPA) (Site Code 004165) and that Hen Harrier is listed
as a Special Conservation Interest for this SPA. The Conservation Objective for this site is
to maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the bird species.

Based on information available at present it is this Department's view that a proposed
extension of operational life would screen-in for appropriate assessment and will require the
preparation of a Natura Impact Statement (NIS) and a full Appropriate Assessment will have
to be undertaken by the relevant consent authority as part of the decision making process.

Aonad na nlarratas ar Fhorbairt, Oifigi an Rialtais, Béthair an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Y35 AP90
Development Applications Unit, Government Offices, Newtown Road, Wexford, Y35 APS0
manager.dau@housing.gov.ie

www.gov.ie/housing




In this regard, the consent authority must be in a position to conclude that the proposed
development will not adversely affect the integrity of a European Site either individually and
in-combination with other plans and projects.

If it cannot be definitively concluded that the project will not adversely affect the integrity of a
European site consideration must, in the first instance, be given to alternative solutions which
will not adversely affect the integrity of a European site. If following such consideration, there
are no such alternative solutions identified, consideration may be given by the relevant
planning authority to whether the proposal should proceed for imperative reasons of
overriding public interest.

This Department is of the view that the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR)
and Natura Impact Statement (NIS) should consider the loss of Hen Harrier habitat, if any
that occurred due to the wind farm construction and operation, both in terms of the footprint
of the development and any zone of avoidance around the development. This should include
an assessment of any deterioration in habitat quality or prey availability around the
development. The EIAR and NIS should also consider the likely quality and value of that
habitat if it were to become available to Hen Harriers once again. Ecological surveys
particularly Hen Harrier surveys carried out prior to the 2003 grant of planning permission
and prior to the 2007 construction should be considered in the EIAR and NIS and compared
to surveys carried out after construction. Any impacts resulting from the operation of the
windfarm should be considered in relation to the Conservation Objectives for the site, in
particular any decline in the natural range or the area covered by the species within that
range should be considered and the availability of a sufficiently large habitat to maintain the
population on a long term basis.

The EIAR and NIS should detail what monitoring of bird usage has taken place at the site
since construction and whether regular systematic searching for corpses of birds or bats has
taken place on the site and what the results of that have been.

The Department notes that the consultation letter states that the development site was not
part of the SPA until 2011, however the Natura 2000 standard data form states that the SPA
was designated in March 2007 and the importance of the Slievefelim to Silvermines
Mountains area for Hen Harriers was identified in the 1998-2000 national survey. The
Statutory Instrument (S.1. 587/2011) was signed in 2011 but some protections existed prior
to this.

The above observations/recommendations are based on the papers submitted to this
Department on a pre-planning basis and are made without prejudice to any observations that
the Minister may make in the context of any consultation arising on foot of any development
application referred to the Minister, by the planning authority/ies, in her/his role as statutory
consultee under the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended.
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You are requested to send any further communications to this Department's Development
Applications Unit (DAU) at manager.dau@housing.gov.ie, or to the following address:

The Manager

Development Applications Unit (DAU)
Government Offices

Newtown Road

Wexford

Y35 AP90

Is mise, le meas

Sinéad O’ Brien
Development Applications Unit

o
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Paula McCarthx

From: Customer Service <Customer.Service@tcagsm.gov.ie>

Sent: 15 June 2021 09:14

To: Paula McCarthy

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of
Operational Life

Attachments: KST001 F0601010601 Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport &
Media.pdf

Dear Ms McCarthy,

Thanks you for contacting Customer Service.

Due to transfer of functions your query would no longer fall under the remit of our Department but under the
Department of Local Government, Housing and Heritage found here.

Kind regards,

Ashling OConnor
Customer Services

An Roinn Turasdéireachta, Cultuir, Ealaion, Gaeltachta, Spéirt agus Mean

The Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media

23 Sraid Chill Dara, Baile Atha Cliath2, D02 TD30 ;

23 Kildare Street, Dublin 2, D02 TD30 d Lo 1A anes

From: Paula McCarthy [mailto:pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com]

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:21

To: Customer Service <Customer.Service@tcagsm.gov.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration

1



of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.
Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning
@) +353 1296 4667

@ 00353879230906

G pmecarthy@slreonsulting.com

i

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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T3 an t-eolas sa riomhphost seo faoi riin, chomh maith le gach comhad ata ceangailte leis, agus i gcomhair Gséid an
duine né an chérais a bhfuil sé dirithe air amhdin. Ma fhaigheann td an riomhphost seo tri bhottin, cuir scéal
chugainn ag webmaster@chg.gov.ie. T4 an riomhphost seo arna sheicedil ag scandir vireas agus dealramh air go
bhfuil sé glan.

The information in this email, and any attachments transmitted with it, are confidential and are for the intended
recipient only. If you receive this message in error, please notify us via webmaster@chg.gov.ie . This e-mail has been
scanned by a virus scanner and appears to be clean.




Paula McCarthz

From: John Bagnall <john.bagnall@eir.ie>

Sent: 15 June 2021 14:29

To: Paula McCarthy

Cc: mobilenetworkstxn@eir.ie

Subject: Re: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Hi Paula

We have no issue with the retention of the four existing turbines and have no network service affected by them
going forward.

Kind regards,

[E§ John Bagnall -

Transmission Design & Engineering

M: +353 85 1053746 ' O\ i

E: john.bagnall@eir.ie 3
Address: EirCode - D24 HX03 1

On Mon, 14 Jun 2021 at 17:22, Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com> wrote:

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was
granted by An Bord Pleanala in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore,
only have been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially
shorter duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm
the scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at
Annex 1 and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.



As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused
consideration of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed
development in respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by
9 July 2021. Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments, As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR® e

Paula McCarthy } UL et
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning '

° +353 1 296 4667
@ 00353879230906
° pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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The information contained in this e-mail and any files transmitted with it is confidential and may be subject to legal professional privilege. It is intended solely
for the use of the addressee(s). If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, please note that any review, dissemination, disclosure, alteration,
printing, copying or transmission of this e-mail and/or any file transmitted with it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this e-mail by
mistake, please promptly inform the sender by reply e-mail and delete the material. Whilst this e-mail message has been swept for the presence of computer
viruses, eir does not, except as required by law, represent, warrant and/or guarantee that the integrity of this communication has been maintained nor

that the communication is free of errors, viruses, interception or interference.

eircom Limited, Registered as a Branch in Ireland Number 807674. Incorporated in Jersey Number 116389. Branch Address: 2022 Bianconi Avenue,
Citywest Business Park, Dublin 24, D24 HX03, Ireland.




Paula McCarthy
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From: Peter O'Brien <peter.obrien@enet.ie>
Sent: 15 June 2021 10:49
To: Paula McCarthy
Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Hi Paula,
This wind farm won’t affect our current network.

Regards,
Peter

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Tuesday, June 15, 2021 10:47 AM

To: Peter O'Brien <peter.obrien@enet.ie>

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

CAUTION: This E-mail has originated from OUTSIDE the Speed Fibre Group | DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe..

Hi Peter

The Google Earth Location file is attached for the wind farm location.

Co-ords are 52°39'27.94" N 8°12'17.95" W if required. b Lin oy

If you require any further information please don't hesitate to contact me. A & kel Anas
Kind regards

Paula

From: Peter O'Brien <peter.obrien@enet.ie>

Sent: 15 June 2021 08:05

To: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

Hi Paula,
Can you send a Google Earth kml of the wind farm so that | can review against our network?

Thanks,
Peter

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>
Sent: Monday, June 14, 2021 5:29 PM

To: Peter O'Brien <peter.obrien@enet.ie>
Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life




CAUTION: This E-mail has originated from OUTSIDE the Speed Fibre Group | DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe..

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliveradvice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR“

Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Plannlng

) +353 1296 4667
@) 00353879230906
@ rmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Paula McCarthz

From: planning applications <planning.applications@failteireland.ie>

Sent: 01 July 2021 15:15

To: Paula McCarthy

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of
Operational Life

Attachments: Failte Ireland EIAR Guidelines.pdf

Hello Paula,

Thank you for your email regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise for the extension
of the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind Farm.

Please see attached the updated copy of Fiilte Ireland’s Guidelines for the Treatment of Tourism in an EIA, which
you may find informative for the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed

project. The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact Assessment
and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those assessing EIARs, where the project
involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These guidelines are non-statutory and act as supplementary
advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines outlined in section 2.

Regards,
Yvonne

Yvonne Jackson \
Product Development-Environment & Planning Support | Féilte Ireland
Aras Féilte, 88/95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1. DO1WR86

F-+353-(0}+-884-7224 | M +353 (0) 860357590 | www.failteireland.ie

£ Failte Ireland

Natieny. Teuris Devel oaiment dethanty

whyPlecse considerthe envronme nt belore printing this email

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:28

To: planning applications <planning.applications@failteireland.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

[ATTENTION] This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognise the sender and know the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased




operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance.

Paula McCarthy .: Uu el
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning a

© +353 1296 4667 B

@D 00353879230906

o pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Note: To protect against computer viruses, e-mail programs may prevent sending or receiving certain types of file
attachments. Check your e-mail security settings to determine how attachments are handled. Privileged,
confidential andor copyright information may be contained in this E-Mail. This E-Mail is for the use of the intended
addressee. If you are not the intended addressee, or the person responsible for delivering it to the intended
addressee, you may not copy, forward, disclose or otherwise use it or any part of it in any way whatsoever. To do so
is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you receive this E-Mail by mistake, please advise the sender immediately by
using the REPLY facility in your E-Mail software and delete all associated material immediately.




Paula McCarthy

From: Donncha O'Sullivan <Donncha.OSullivan@gasnetworks.ie>

Sent: 16 June 2021 10:22

To: Paula McCarthy

Cc: Ray Cummins; Donal O'Caoimh; ‘Brendan Creedon'

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Paula,

Without prejudice, as there is no proposal to add further turbines and ancillary equipment to that existing, GNI will
not comment on the Scoping Report.

Limerick Co Co / ABP will most likely refer any Planning Application related to your proposal to GNI for comment. All
being equal, our reply will mirror the above.

Regards,
Donncha

Donncha O Sullivan BE CEng MIEI MIGEM (
Development Liaison Engineer

Gas Networks Ireland
P.O. Box 51,Gasworks Road, Cork, Ireland

T +353 21 453 4613 | M +353 87 982 2437
E donncha.osullivan@gasnetworks.ie

gasnetworks.ie | Find us on Twitter

You are reminded that all work in the vicinity of Gas Networks Ireland Pipelines and Installations must
be completed to comply fully with the relevant guidelines to be found in the current editions of the
Health & Safety Authority publications, ‘Code Of Practice For Avoiding Danger From Underground
Services’ and ‘Guide To Safety In Excavations’. Both documents are available free of charge from The
Health And Safety Authority. www.hsa.ie, 1890-28 93 89.

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:28

To: Donncha O'Sullivan <Donncha.OSullivan@gasnetworks.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of your organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognise
the sender and are sure that the content is safe.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and

1



underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanéla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR“ C

Paula McCarthy o e b
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning Ll ’
@ +353 1 296 4667 ‘,
@ 00353879230906

o pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Ta an fhaisnéis 4 seachadadh dirithe ar an duine né ar an eintiteas chuig a bhfuil si seolta amhéin agus féadfar abhar
faoi rin, faoi phribhléid né abhar ata iogair 6 thaobh trachtala de a bheith mar chuid de. T4 aon athsheachadadh né
scaipeadh den fhaisnéis, aon athbhreithnid ar né aon Gséid eile a bhaint as, né aon ghniomh a dhéantar ag brath ar
an bhfaisnéis seo ag daoine né ag eintitis nach déibh sitd an fhaisnéis seo, toirimiscthe agus féadfar é a bheith
neamhdhleathach. Nil Lionrai Géis Eireann faoi dhliteanas maidir le seachadadh iomlan agus ceart na faisnéise sa
chumarsaid seo né maidir le haon mhoill a bhaineann Iéi. Ni ghlacann Lionrai Géis Eireann le haon dliteanas faoi
ghnimh né faoi iarmhairti bunaithe ar Gs4id thoirmiscthe na faisnéise seo. Nil Lionral Géis Eireann faoi dhliteanas
maidir le seachadadh ceart agus iomlan na faisnéise sa chumarséid seo né maidir le haon mhoill a bhaineann I&i. M&a
fuair ti an teachtaireacht seo in earraid, mas é do thoil é, déan teagmhdil leis an seoltéir agus scrios an t-dbhar 6
gach aon riomhaire.

Féadfar riomhphost a bheith soghabhalach i leith truaillithe, idircheaptha agus i leith leasaithe neamhddaraithe. Ni
ghlacann Lionrai Géis Eireann le haon fhreagracht as athruithe n6 as idircheapadh a rinneadh ar an riomhphost seo i
ndiaidh é a sheoladh né as aon dochar do chérais na bhfaighteoiri déanta ag an teachtaireacht seo né ag a
ceangaltain. Mas é do thoil é, tabhair faoi deara chomh maith go bhféadfar monatéireacht a dhéanamh ar
theachtaireachtaf chuig né 6 Lionral Géis Eireann chun comhlionadh le polasaithe agus le caighdeain Lionrai Gais
Eireann a chinntii agus chun ar ngné a chosaint. Lionrai Gais Eireann cuideachta ghnfomhaiochta ainmnithe, faoi
theorainn scaireanna, ata corpraithe in Eirinn leis an uimhir chlaraithe 555744 agus a ta hoifig chlaraithe ag Béthar na
nOibreacha Gais, Corcaigh, T12 RX96.

Go raibh maith agat as d'aird a thabhairt.

The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain
confidential, commercially sensitive and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use
of, or taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is
prohibited and may be unlawful. Gas Networks Ireland accepts no liability for actions or effects based on the
prohibited usage of this information . Gas Networks Ireland is neither liable for the proper and complete transmission
of the information contained in this communication nor for any delay in its receipt. If you received this in error, please
contact the sender and delete the material from any computer.

E-Mail may be susceptible to data corruption, interception and unauthorized amendment. Gas Networks Ireland
accepts no responsibility for changes to or interception of this e-mail after it was sent or for any damage to the
recipients systems or data caused by this message or its attachments. Please also note that messages to or from
Gas Networks Ireland may be monitored to ensure compliance with Gas Networks Ireland’s policies and standards
and to protect our business. Gas Networks Ireland a designated activity company, limited by shares, incorporated in
Ireland with registered number 555744 and having its registered office at Gasworks Road, Cork, T12 RX96.

Thank you for your attention.



An Roinn Comhshaoil H
Aeriide agus Cumarsé;de Geolog| cal survey

Department of the Environment, Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta
Climate and Communications Ireland | Eireann

SLR Consulting
7 Dundrum Business Park,
Windy Arbour,
Dublin
D14 N2Y7
01 July 2021

Re: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life <

Your Ref: N/A PR e
Our Ref: 21/218 ; CuJull L

Dear Sir/Madam,

Geological Survey Ireland is the national earth science organisation and is a division of the Department of the
Environment, Climate and Communications. We provide independent geological information and advice and
gather various data for that purpose. Please see our website for data availability. We recommend using these
various data sets, when conducting the EIAR, SEA, planning and scoping processes. Use of our data or maps
should be attributed correctly to ‘Geological Survey Ireland’.

With reference to your email received on the 14 June 2021, concerning the extension of operational life of the
Knockastanna Wind Farm, Geological Survey Ireland would encourage use of and reference to our datasets.
Please find attached a list of our publicly available datasets that may be useful to the environmental assessment
and planning process. We recommend that you review this list and refer to any datasets you consider relevant to
your assessment. The remainder of this letter provides more detail on some of these datasets, with particular
reference to the proposed development site.

Geoheritage
Geological Survey Ireland is in partnership with the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS, Department of

Housing, Local Government and Heritage), to identify and select important geological and geomorphological sites
throughout the country for designation as geological NHAs (Natural Heritage Areas). This is addressed by the
Geoheritage Programme of Geological Survey Ireland, under 16 different geological themes, in which the
minimum number of scientifically significant sites that best represent the theme are rigorously selected by a
panel of theme experts.

County Geological Sites (CGSs), as adopted under the National Heritage Plan, include additional sites that may
also be of national importance, but which were not selected as the very best examples for NHA designation. All
geological heritage sites identified by Geological Survey Ireland are categorised as CGS pending any further NHA
designation by NPWS. CGSs are now routinely included in County Development Plans and in the GIS of planning
departments, to ensure the recognition and appropriate protection of geological heritage within the planning
system. CGSs can be viewed online under the Geological Heritage tab on the online Map Viewer.

The CGSs for Limerick remain unaudited and as such there is limited detailed information on each site
available publicly. The sites are listed in a master list of unaudited sites and are presented on Geological
Survey Ireland’s Map Viewer as sites with buffer zones but no specific site boundary. The audit for Co.
Tipperary was carried out in 2019. The full report details can be found here. Our records show that there
are no CGSs in the vicinity of the Knockastanna Wind Farm.

Groundwater

Geological Survey Ireland’s Groundwater and Geothermal Unit, provides advice, data and maps relating to
groundwater distribution, quality and use, which is especially relevant for safe and secure drinking water supplies
and healthy ecosystems.

Geological Survey Ireland, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin D04 K7X4, Ireland.
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta Eireann, Tor an Bhacaigh, Béthar Haddington, Baile Atha Claith D04 K7X4, Eire
T +353(0)1 678 2000 LeCall / L6Ghlao 1890 4499 00 www.gsl.ie Fdiltiteor roimh comhfhreagras i nGoeilge



An Roinn Comhshaoil H

Aeraide agus Cumarséide G.e°I98|caI su rvey
Department of the Environment, Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta
Climate and Communications Ireland | Eireann

Proposed developments need to consider any potential impact on specific groundwater abstractions and on
groundwater resources in general. We recommend using the groundwater maps on our Map viewer. which
should include: wells; drinking water source protection areas; the national map suite - aquifer, groundwater
vulnerability, groundwater recharge and subsoil permeability maps. For areas underlain by limestone, please
refer to the karst specific data layers (karst features, tracer test database; turlough water levels (gwlevel.ie).
Background information is also provided in the Groundwater Body Descriptions. Please read all disclaimers
carefully when using Geological Survey Ireland data.

The Groundwater Vulnerability map indicates the area covered is variable. We would therefore recommend use
of the Groundwater Viewer to identify areas of High to Extreme Vulnerability and ‘Rock at or near surface’ in
your assessments. The Groundwater Data Viewer indicates the Knockastanna Wind Farm is underlain by a ‘Poor
Aquifer - Bedrock which is Generally Unproductive except for Local Zones’. The Groundwater Protection
Response overview and link to the main report is here: https://www.gsi.ie/en-ie/programmes-and-
projects/groundwater-and-geothermal-unit/projects/protecting-drinking-water/what-is-drinking-water-
protection/county-groundwater-protection-schemes/Pages/default.aspx.

Geohazards

Geohazards can cause widespread damage to landscapes, wildlife, human property and human life. In Ireland,
landslides, flooding and coastal erosion are the most prevalent of these hazards. We recommend that
geohazards be taken into consideration, especially when developing areas where these risks are prevalent, and
we encourage the use of our data when doing so.

Landslides are common in areas of peat, rock near surface and in fine to coarse range materials (such as glacial
tills), areas which are found within the proposed area/development/ vicinity. Geological Survey Ireland has
information available on landslides in Ireland via the National Landslide Database and Landslide Susceptibility
Map both of which are available for viewing on our dedicated Map Viewer. Associated guidance documentation
relating to the National Landslide Susceptibility Map is also available.

The Landslide Events viewer indicates a landslide occurred to the south of the Knockastanna Wind Farm in
1988. The Landslide Susceptibility viewer indicates the area is classed as variable, including areas of High to
Moderately High landslide susceptibility.

Other Comments

Should development go ahead, all other factors considered, Geological Survey Ireland would much appreciate a
copy of reports detailing any site investigations carried out. The data would be added to Geological Survey
Ireland’s national database of site investigation boreholes, implemented to provide a better service to the civil
engineering sector. Data can be sent to Beatriz Mozo, Geological Mapping Unit, at Beatriz.Mozo@gsi.ie, 01-678
2795.

| hope that these comments are of assistance, and if we can be of any further help, please do not hesitate to
contact me Clare Glanville, or my colleague Trish Smullen at GSIPlanning@gsi.ie.

Yours sincerely, o

Lo K : 09 JUN
7/

Clare Glanville
Senior Geologist

Geological Survey Ireland -

Enc: Table - Geological Survey Ireland's Publicly Available Datasets Relevant to Planning, EIA and SEA processes.

Geological Survey Ireland, Beggars Bush, Haddington Road, Dublin D04 K7X4, Ireland.
Suirbhéireacht Gheolaiochta Eireann, Tor an Bhacaigh, Béthar Haddington, Baile Atha Claith D04 K7X4, Eire
T +353(0)1 678 2000 LoCall / L6Ghlao 18904499 00 www.gsi.ie Fdiltitear roimh comhfhreagras i nGoeilge



Paula McCarthz

From: RAFFERTY Audrey <audrey.rafferty@iaa.ie>
Sent: 21 June 2021 10:19

To: Paula McCarthy

Subject: Knockastanna Wind Farm at Co Limerick
Dear Paula

The Irish Aviation Authority (IAA) Air Navigation Services Division (ANSD) does not get involved in the planning
process. The IAA ANSD is to be notified as detailed hereafter:

According to S.I. 215 of 2005, Irish Aviation Authority (Obstacles to Aircraft in Flight), the IAA ANSD requires any
person who seeks to erect a manmade object to notify the aerodrome operator of the intended operation at least
thirty days in advance if the structure is to be erected in the vicinity of the aerodrome or the areas around the
aerodrome and other protected surfaces associated with the aerodrome. Aerodrome Operators can be contacted
via IAA AIP AD 1.3 INDEX TO AERODROMES AND HELIPORTS, to evaluate the impact of the intended operation on
the protected airspace established for the aerodrome.

Additionally, any person who seeks to erect a manmade object in excess of 45 metres anywhere within the state
above ground or water surface level must also notify the IAA ANSD of the intended crane erection at least thirty
days in advance, as a crane operating at or above this height may constitute an obstacle to air navigation. The IAA
ANSD can be contacted via airspace@iaa.ie.

The State requires electronic terrain and obstacle data (eTOD) in accordance with International Civil Aviation
Organisation (ICAO) Annex 15 requirements which shall be surveyed by Ordnance Survey Ireland (OSi). The cost of
this OSi surveyed data is to be borne by the developer. Additionally, the following data is to be supplied once
construction is planned or commenced or available to the airspace team via airspace @iaa.ie:

. The WGS84 coordinates (In degrees, minutes and seconds) for each turbine?
e Height above ground level (to blade tip) and elevation above mean sea level (to blade tip)?
o Verification if it’s a standalone wind farm or is merged with others. Does the wind farm have any alternative
names?
. Horizontal extent (rotor diameter) of turbines and blade length where applicable?
. Lighting of the wind farm, which turbine(s) is/are lit, and what type of lighting?
ICAO Light Type Colour
Low-intensity Type A (fixed obstacle) Red
Low-intensity Type B (fixed obstacle) Red et A R S
Low-intensity Type C (mobile obstacle) Yellow/Blue '
Low-intensity Type D (follow-me vehicle) Yellow i 08 Juy "9
Low-intensity Type E Red :
Medium-intensity Type A White
Medium-intensity Type B Red
Medium-intensity Type C Red
High-intensity Type A White
High-intensity Type B White

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the airspace team at airspace@iaa.ie.

Kind regards,




Audrey Rafferty
Corporate Affairs

Irish Aviation Authority
11-12 Dolier Street
Dublin 2

01 603 1103

EL

=== PLEASE consider the environment; PRINT ONLY when necessary! DISCLAIMER: This
message contains information that is confidential, may be privileged and is the property of The Irish Aviation
Authority (IAA). If you are not the intended recipient, you may not use this email or the information it contains. If
you are not the intended recipient please notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of this message. Thank
you. This email message has been swept for the presence of computer viruses. Internet Emails are not necessarily
secure. The IAA accepts no responsibility for malicious content such as viruses or for changes made to this message
after it was sent. Registered Office:
The Times Building, 11-12 D'Olier Street, Dublin 2. D02 T449 Registered Number: 211082 Place of Registration:
Ireland A limited liability company




SLR Consulting Ireland,

7 Dundrum Business Park,
Windy Arbour,

Co. Dublin

D14 N2Y7

14 July 2021

Re: EIAR Scoping Request — Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational
Life, County Limerick.

Dear Paula,

Irish Water (IW) has received notification of your request in respect of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) scoping for the proposed
extension of operational life of Knockastanna Wind Farm in Co. Limerick.

Please see attached our suggested scope in relation to Water Services. On receipt
of the planning referral, Irish Water will review the EIAR as part of the planning
process

Queries relating to the terms and observations above should be directed to
planning@water.ie

Yours sincerely,

Signed on behalf of Irish Water:
PP: Ali Robinson

Yvonne Harris
Connections and Development Services

UISCE

EIREANN : IRISH

WATER

Uisce Eireann
Bosca OP 6000
Baile Atha Cliath 1
D01 WAOD7

Eire

Irish Water
PO Box 6000
Dublin 1

D01 WAOD7
Ireland

T: +353 01 89 25000
T: +353 01 89 25001
www.water.ie



Response to EIAR Scoping Report Requests

IW currently does not have the capacity to advise on scoping of individual projects.
However, in general we would like the following aspects of Water Services to be
considered in the scope of an EIAR where relevant;

a) Impacts of the development on the capacity of water services (do existing water
services have the capacity to cater for the new development if required). This is
confirmed by IW in the form of a Confirmation of Feasibility (COF). If a
development will require a connection to either a public water supply or sewage
collection system the developer is advised to submit a Pre Connection Enquiry
(PCE) enquiry to IW to determine the feasibility of connection to the Irish Water
network. All  pre-connection enquiry forms are available from

https://www.water.ie/connections/get-connected/

b) Where the development proposal has the potential to impact an IW Drinking
Water Source the applicant shall provide details of measures to be taken to
ensure that there will be no negative impact to IWs Drinking Water Source during
construction and operational phases of the development. It is a requirement of the
Water Framework Directive that waters used for the abstraction of drinking water
are protected so as to avoid deterioration in quality.

c) Any up-grading of water services infrastructure that would be required to
accommodate the development.

d) In relation to a development that would discharge trade effluent — any upstream
treatment or attenuation of discharges required prior to discharging to an IW
collection network

e) In relation to the management of surface water; the potential impact of surface
water discharges to combined sewer networks & potential measures to
minimise/stop surface waters from combined sewers

f) Any physical impact on IW assets — reservoir, drinking water source, treatment
works, pipes, pumping stations, discharges outfalls etc. including any relocation
of assets

roe
L

g) If you are considering a development proposal, it is best practice to contact us in
advance of designing your proposal to determine the location of public water
services assets. Details, where known, can be obtained by emailing an Ordinance
Survey map identifying the proposed location of your intended development
to datarequests@water.ie. Other indicators or methodologies for identifying
infrastructure located within your lands are the presence of registered wayleave
agreements, visible manholes, vent stacks, valve chambers, marker posts etc.
within the proposed site.

h) Any potential impacts on the assimilative capacity of receiving waters in relation
to IW discharge outfalls including changes in dispersion /circulation characterises

2 Uisce Eireann Irish Water




i) Any potential impact on the contributing catchment of water sources either in
terms of water abstraction for the development (and resultant potential impact on
the capacity of the source) or the potential of the development to influence/
present a risk to the quality of the water abstracted by IW for public supply.

i) Where a development proposes to connect to an IW network and that network
either abstracts water from or discharges waste water to a “protected”/sensitive
area, consideration as to whether the integrity of the site/conservation objectives
of the site would be compromised.

k) Mitigation measures in relation to any of the above ensuring a zero risk to any IW
drinking water sources (Surface and Ground water).

This is not an exhaustive list.

Please note

= The Confirmation of Feasibility from IW, to the applicant, should be issued prior
to applying for planning permission.

= |rish Water will not accept new surface water discharges to combined sewer
networks

3 Uisce Eireann Irish Water




Paula McCarthz

From: Matthew Craig <matthew.craig@2rn.ie>

Sent: 15 June 2021 10:26

To: Paula McCarthy; windfarms@rte.ie

Cc Johnny Evans

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Hi Paula,
If there are no changes to the existing structures we have no objections to this Windfarm remaining in operation.
Regards

Matthew Craig

Project Engineer

Projects and Coverage Planning

2RN

Block B, Cookstown Court, Old Belgard Road, Tallaght, Dublin 24, Ireland D24 WK28
Phone: + 353 (0) 1 2082261 Mobile: + 353 (0) 87 7509955

2rn Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the addressee. Access to this e-mail by anyone
else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution, or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is
prohibited and may be unlawful. Please note that emails to, from and within 2rn may be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014 and may be liable to
disclosure

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: 14 June 2021 17:39

To: windfarms@rte.ie

Cc: Matthew Craig <matthew.craig@2rn.ie>; Johnny Evans <Johnny.Evans@2rn.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in

1




respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance.

SLR®

Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning

a +353 1 296 4667
@) 00353879230906
e pmecarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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2rn Disclaimer: The information in this e-mail is confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for
the addressee. Access to this e-mail by anyone else is unauthorised. If you are not the intended recipient, any
disclosure, copying, distribution, or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may
be unlawful. Please note that emails to, from and within 2rn may be subject to the Freedom of Information Act 2014
and may be liable to disclosure




Paula McCarthy

e RS T S S A i i R X e e R
From: Thomas Barry <Tom.Barry@TETRAIRELAND.IE>
Sent: 21 June 2021 06:56
To: Paula McCarthy
Subject: RE: EXTERNAL MAIL:- Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm

Extension of Operational Life

Paula, B
We anticipate no impact from the development as propased. Can you ensure the proposal is also reviewed by eir.

Regards,
Tom

From: Paula McCarthy [mailto:pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com]

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:45

To: Info

Cc: Thomas Barry; Derek Rosarius

Subject: EXTERNAL MAIL:- Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

CAUTION: This mail is from outside Tetra.
Do NOT click suspicious links.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanala in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

1



Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance.

SLR®

Paula McCarthy

Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning
@ +353 1296 4667

@ 00353879230906

@ pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Paula McCarthx

From: Alister Cole <Alister.Cole1@three.ie>

Sent: 17 June 2021 11:23

To: Paula McCarthy

Cc: Sean Kelly; DL Estates ROI

Subject: RE: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Hi Paula,
As this windfarm is live and there are no changes to the turbines 3Ireland will not be affected by the extension.

Best regards,

Alister y

[ = =
§ N

Alister Cole

Transmission Engineer

Mobile: 086 6024556

Email: Alister.Cole1@th rse.ig

T .

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: 14 June 2021 17:45

To: Alister Cole <Alister.Colel@three.ie>; anthony.malone@three.ie; Sean Kelly <Sean.Kelly2 @three.ie>
Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

CAUTION! External Email.

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleandla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the



scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to
pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments. As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance,

SLR” o g oy

Paula McCarthy | Rl
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning ! Gy JuUld i
© +353 1296 4667
@ 00353879230906
@ pmccarthy@sirconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland —
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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Three Ireland
28/29 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2, Ireland.

www.three.ie W‘

This e-mail message (including any attachment) is intended only for the personal use of the recipient(s) named above. This message is confidential
and may be legally privileged. If you are not an intended recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you have received this
communication in error, please notify us immediately by e-mail and delete the original message. Any views or opinions expressed in this message
are those of the author only. Three Ireland (Hutchison) Limited is a company registered in Ireland with company number 316982. Registered Office
28/29 Sir John Rogerson's Quay, Dublin 2, Ireland. Three Ireland Services (Hutchison) Limited is a company registered in Ireland with company
number 234895. Registered Office 28/29 Sir John Rogerson’s Quay, Dublin 2, Ireland. Furthermore, this message (including any attachment) does
not create any legally binding rights or obligations whatsoever, which may only be created by the exchange of hard copy documents signed by a
duly authorized representative(s) of Three Ireland (Hutchison) Limited or Three Ireland Services (Hutchison) Limited




Paula McCarthx

e e
From: INFO <Information@tii.ie>
Sent: 24 June 2021 09:00
To: Paula McCarthy 1
Subject: RE: Pre-AppIicatior]_Sgopi_ng Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of

Operational Life

Dear Ms. McCarthy,
Thank you for your email of 14 June 2021 regarding the above EIAR Scoping exercise.

Til will endeavour to consider and respond to planning applications referred to it given its status and duties as a
statutory consultee under the Planning Acts. The approach to be adopted by TIl in making such submissions or
comments will seek to uphold official policy and guidelines as outlined in the Section 28 Ministerial Guidelines ‘Spatial
Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning Authorities’ (DoECLG, 2012). Regard should also be had to other
relevant guidance available at www.Tll.ie.

The issuing of this correspondence is provided as best practice guidance only and does not prejudice Til’s statutory
right to make any observations, requests for further information, objections or appeals following the examination of
any valid planning application referred.

National Strategic Outcome 2 of the National Planning Framework includes the objective to maintain the strategic
capacity and safety of the national roads network. It is also an investment priority of the National Development Plan,
2018 — 2027, to ensure that the extensive transport networks which have been greatly enhanced over the last two
decades, are maintained to a high level to ensure quality levels of service, accessibility and connectivity to transport
users. This requirement is further reflected in the recent publication of the Draft National Investment Framework for
Transport in Ireland and also the existing Statutory Section 28 Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for
Planning Authorities.

It is acknowledged that the proposed development represents the continuation of use of an established windfarm,
however, with respect to EIAR scoping issues, the recommendations indicated below provide general guidance for the
preparation of an EIAR, which may affect the national road network.

The developer/scheme promoter should have regard, inter alia, to the following;

* TIl notes that the subject site adjoins the regional and local road network. Access to the road network shall
be developed in accordance with official policy and road safety considerations, as outlined above.
Consultations should be had with the relevant Local Authority/National Roads Design Office with regard to
locations of existing and future national road schemes,

s TIl would be specifically concerned as to potential significant impacts the development would have on the
national road network (and junctions with national roads) in the proximity of the proposed development,

* The developer should assess visual impacts from existing national roads,
¢ The developer should have regard to any EIAR/EIS and all conditions and/or modifications imposed by An Bord
Pleandla regarding road schemes in the area. The developer should in particular have regard to any potential

cumulative impacts,

¢ The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to TIl Publications (formerly DMRB and the Manual of
Contract Documents for Road Works),



The developer, in preparing EIAR, should have regard to Til's Environmental Assessment and Construction
Guidelines, including the Guidelines for the Treatment of Air Quality During the Planning and Construction of
National Road Schemes (National Roads Authority, 2006),

The EIAR/EIS should consider the Environmental Noise Regulations 2006 (SI 140 of 2006) and, in particular,
how the development will affect future action plans by the relevant competent authority. The developer may
need to consider the incorporation of noise barriers to reduce noise impacts (see Guidelines for the Treatment
of Noise and Vibration in National Road Schemes (1st Rev., National Roads Authority, 2004)),

It would be important that, where appropriate, subject to meeting the appropriate thresholds and criteria
and having regard to best practice, a Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) be carried out in accordance with
relevant guidelines, noting traffic volumes attending the site and traffic routes to/from the site with reference
to impacts on the national road network and junctions of lower category roads with national roads. In relation
to national roads, TIl's Traffic and Transport Assessment Guidelines (2014) should be referred to in relation to
proposed development with potential impacts on the national road network. The scheme promoter is also
advised to have regard to Section 2.2 of the NRA/TII TTA Guidelines which addresses requirements for sub-
threshold TTA. Any improvements required to facilitate development should be identified. It will be the
responsibility of the developer to pay for the costs of any improvements to national roads to facilitate the
private development proposed as TIl will not be responsible for such costs,

The designers are asked to consult Tll Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required,

In the interests of maintaining the safety and standard of the national road network, the EIAR should identify
the methods/techniques proposed for any works traversing/in proximity to the national road network,

TIl recommends that that applicant/developer should clearly identify haul routes proposed and fully assess
the network to be traversed. Where abnormal ‘weight’ loads are proposed, separate structure
approvals/permits and other licences may be required in connection with the proposed haul route and all
structures on the haul route through all the relevant County Council administrative areas should be checked
by the applicant/developer to confirm their capacity to accommodate any abnormal ‘weight’ load proposed.

The national road network is managed by a combination of PPP Concessions, Motorway Maintenance and
Renewal Contracts (MMaRC) and local road authorities in association with TII.

The applicant/developer should also consult with all PPP Companies, MMaRC Contractors and road
authorities over which the haul route traverses to ascertain any operational requirements such as delivery
timetabling, etc. and to ensure that the strategic function of the national road network is safeguarded.

Additionally, any damage caused to the pavement on the existing national road arising from any temporary
works due to the turning movement of abnormal ‘length’ loads (eg. tearing 'of the surface course, etc.) shall
be rectified in accordance with Tll Pavement Standards and details in this regard shall be agreed with the Road
Authority prior to the commencement of any development on site.

LY we-

Designers should consult Til Publications to determine whether a Road Safety Audit is required for any of the
temporary works proposed. Any recommendations should be incorporated into designs.

Grid connection and cable routing proposals should be developed to safeguard proposed road schemes as TlI
will not be responsible for costs associated with future relocation of cable routing where proposals are catered
for in an area of a proposed national road scheme. In that regard, consideration should be given to routing
options, use of existing crossings, depth of cable laying, etc.

In the context of the existing national roads network, in accordance with the National Planning Framework
National Strategic Outcome no. 2 ‘Enhanced Regional Accessibility’, there is a requirement to maintain the
strategic capacity and safety of the network. This requirement is further reflected in the National
Development Plan, the recent publication of the Draft National Investment Framework for Transportin Ireland




and also the existing Statutory Section 28 Spatial Planning and National Roads Guidelines for Planning
Authorities.

e Thereis around 99,000km of roads in Ireland, the national road network which caters for strategic inter-urban
travel consists of only approx. 5.4% of this. There is a critical requirement to ensure the strategic capacity and
safety of this national road network is maintained and significant Government investment already made in
the national road network is safeguarded.

* The provision of cabling along the national road network represents a number of significant implications for
Til and road authorities in the management and maintenance of the strategic national road network and Tl
is of the opinion that grid connection cable routing should reflect the foregoing provisions of official policy.
Therefore, Tll advises that grid connection cable routing should seek to utilise the extensive existing local road
network, or alternatives, as opposed to the strategic national road network contrary to the provisions of
official policy.

e Other consents or licences may be required from the road authority for any trenching or cabling proposals
crossing the national road. Tll requests referral of all proposals agreed and licensed between the road
authority and the applicant which affect the national road network.

* Cable routing should avoid all impacts to existing TIl infrastructure such as traffic counters, weather stations,
etc. and works required to such infrastructure shall only be undertaken in consultation with and subject to
the agreement of TlI, any costs attributable shall be borne by the applicant/developer. The developer should
also be aware that separate approvals may be required for works traversing the national road network.

Notwithstanding any of the above, the developer should be aware that this list is non-exhaustive, thus site and
development specific issues should be addressed in accordance with best practice.

| trust that the above comments are of use in your EIAR preparation.
Yours sincerely,

Alban Mills
Senior Regulatory & Administration Executive
Ref No. Tl121-113641

ThY

Borrwagay iormpas Fawarr

From: Paula McCarthy <pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com>

Sent: Monday 14 June 2021 17:45

To: INFO <Information@tii.ie>

Cc: Landuse Planning <LandUsePlanning@tii.ie>

Subject: Pre-Application Scoping Request: Knockastanna Wind Farm Extension of Operational Life

To whom it may concern,

The existing operational Knockastanna Wind Farm, located in northeast County Limerick, comprises 4 no. wind
turbines and ancillary infrastructure including access tracks, crane hardstands, electricity substation and
3



underground electricity cables; and became operational in 2009. Planning permission for the wind farm was granted
by An Bord Pleanéla in 2003 for a period of 20-years and will expire in 2023. The wind farm will, therefore, only have
been operational for a period of 14-years upon the expiry of planning permission which is a substantially shorter
duration than is typical for wind energy developments.

SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited is, therefore, proposing to extend the operational life of the Knockastanna Wind
Farm for a further period of up to 15-years. The proposed development will solely comprise an increased
operational duration and no physical alterations or modifications are proposed to any infrastructure, including the
wind turbines.

Galetech Energy Services (GES) and SLR Consulting (SLR) are currently carrying out a detailed Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) scoping exercise, on behalf of SSE Renewables (Ireland) Limited, in order to assess and confirm the
scope of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). A Preliminary Scoping Report is enclosed at Annex 1
and includes a full description of the proposed development and a set of site location and layout drawings.

As part of this scoping assessment, and in accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive,
GES & SLR endeavour to engage all stakeholders at an early stage in order to allow for a more focused consideration
of any likely significant environmental effects. Should you have any comments on the proposed development in
respect of your specific area of competence, we would be grateful if you could send them to us by 9 July 2021.
Feedback can be sent by post to Paula McCarthy at the above address (SLR Consulting) or by email to

pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com.

Should you have any queries relating to the proposed development, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Galetech Energy Services & SLR Consulting

SLR’s response to Coronavirus COVID-19 - In response to the ongoing global pandemic, we are actively following the advice provided by our national
and state governments, As a flexible, full-service organisation we are open for business and will continue to operate and deliver advice and services
to our clients wherever possible and in line with government guidance

SLR” [y

Paula McCarthy t 06 J
Associate Planning & Development Surveyor - Planning
© +353 1296 4667

@) 00353879230906

e pmccarthy@slrconsulting.com

SLR Consulting Ireland
7 Dundrum Business Park, Windy Arbour, Dublin, D14 N2Y7
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TIl processes personal data provided to it in accordance with its Data Protection Notice
available at http://www.tii.ie/about/ Préisealann




Proisedlann BIE sonrai pearsanta a sholathraitear dé i gcomhréir lena Fhégra ar Chosaint
Sonrai ata ar fail ag http://www.tii.ie/about/

TIl E-mail system: This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom they are addressed.If you have received this email in error then please
notify postmaster@tii.ie and delete the original including attachments.

Céras r-phoist BIE: Ta an riomhphost seo agus aon chomhaid a tharchuirtear leis faoi rin
agus beartaithe lena n-Usaid ag an duine aonair né ag an eintiteas a bhfuil siad dirithe
chuige/chuici amhain. Mas rud é go bhfuair td an riomhphost seo tri bhotn, cuir sin in itil
do postmaster@tii.ie, le do thoil, agus scrios an riomhphost bunaidh agus aon cheangaltain.




